The new music

An accurate

picture from

inside his head

By Dick MacDonald

NCONSCIOUSLY, but with

some indefinable compulsion,

one listens intently to the songs of
Jesse Winchester,

And you wonder whether you're
intruding, peeking into a room
where a man is alone with him-
self, with his thoughts. Tt is with a
feeling of uneasiness that you find
vourseli sharing his mood, find
yourself searching for that elusive
inner strength, discovering (hat
the lamps he lights with his inten-
sity do mean something to you,
the individual.

Artists, by their very nafure,
pull different responses from dif-
ferent people. An occasional stab
of anger, a pulse of sensuality, a
lonely emptiness, an ever-present
{enderness — these are the reac-
tions to Winchester, a 24-year-old
native of Memphis, Tenn., who has
been living in Montreal for the
past year.

HE PERFORMED last weekend
at the six-month-old Yellow Door
coffechouse at 3625 Aylmer street.
The cosy basement is a forum for
the better-known folk idiom musi-
ciang of the city — Penny Lang,
Dee Higgins, Sean Gagnier, Fran
and Gilles — but capably serves
as a platform for lesser-known
singers. It is open seven nighis
weekly, including Sunday for a
hootenanny.

Yellow Door manager John
Foley says ideas and performers
now are being exchanged with Le
Monde in Ottawa, the basis of a
proposed folk coffechouse circull
which eventually may include a
spot in Torento.

Winchesler filled the Yellow
Door for his three-night engage-
ment; the reasons were obvious.

“Y try fo give an accurate pic-
ture of what's going on in my
head. It is personal ... nostalgia,
topicality, love — whatever relates
to me.” -

There is a constant mood, no
matter the subject of the poem-in-
song, Perhaps it is the mood of
the Deep South, which obviously
has - influenced his themes and
presentations. A slow, easy, driv-
ing-in-a-soft-way sound, drawing
on thythm and blues, gospel and
country. The mnirul:tutinn of the
rock of the 1950 and early '60s
also is readily apparent.

Winchester is a sensitive person
and his writing, as a result,
breathes of sensitivity, striking
sensitive chords in the listener.

THE WORDS FLOW forth as a

series of graphie, gripping pic- |

tures, the sort which would bring
a man, without physical contact,
closer fo a womar.

There is this feel of honest
depth, of understatement, under-
standing, communication. And un-
ashamedly comes a tightness in
the throat, a blurry eye.

Although Winchester's repertoire
includes songs popularized by
Chuck Berry, Ray Charles, Sam
Cooke, Smokey Robinson and Eob
Dylan, % per cent is from his own
pen. “Yankee Lady” is a recollec-
tion of times on a Vermont farm,
“Pretty Lily"” is a song of ro-
manece and desperation.

He may choose to present “I
Was the One" with an uncanny
duplication of Elvis Presley’s

M)

voice, or further mix the act by
singing “‘Earth Angel.”

His guitar accompaniment is as
a second person, adding refrains,
eries, echoes. He has been per-
forming professionally, singly and
with bands, for eight years
Locally, he has appeared at the
New Penelope and Matter of Opin-
ion coffeehouses and the Montreal
Folk Workshop.

Winchester attended universily
in Massachusetts, then returned to
Tennessee. When the American
military machine beckoned, he
abided by principle and came to
Canada.

There is a theory that it is im-
possible to return home, to go
back to what went before and fo
pick up the pieces. For Winchester

Jesse Winchester

this is doubly true. He can't, and
“under the present circumstances
in the United States, I'm not sure
I want to anyway.”

Thanks, Uncle Sam, for the
draft. Jesse Winchester is an im-
portant artist; we're glad to have
him here,

Television jottings

NEW YORK
NDY GRIFFITH and Jim
Nabors will star in separate
one-hour variety shows to be tele-
cast on the CBS network during
the 1968-69 season. Guests on Na-
bors' special will be Carol Bur-
nett, Debbie Reynolds, Mary Costa

and Vikki Carr.
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CBS comedian Jonathan Winters
has planned a fishy summer. In
May, he wend fishing along the
Minnesota-Canada border. In
June, he will participate in the
Cabo San Lucas Classic, an inter-
national light tackle angling tour-
nament In the Pacific off Baja
California. July will find him com-
peting in the Bermuda Interna-

tional Light Tackle Tournament.
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The ABC network has signed the
gsinging Lennon Sisters to an exclu-

sive contract that calls for at least
one starring special and availabil-
ity for booking on wvarious ABC
variety programs. They will make
occasional appearances on “The
Lawrence Welk Show,” on which
they made their debut in 1955 and
were regulars for years,
% L *®

Patrick McGoohan, the PBritish
star who became popular here in
the “Secret Agent'' series. in re-
cent seasons, will be back on the
CBS network beginning today in
a new British-made one-hour ad-
venture series called “The Pris-
oner.” It will fill the 7:30 p.m.
spot Saturdays while Jackie Glea-
son is off the air for the summer.

L 3 L3
Jack Benny will present the

UCLA library with his personal
collection of scripts, tapes, motion
pictures and kinescopes of his per-
formances during the years.
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Dupont 501 Nylon

Reg. 8.95 Sq. Yd.
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VACUUM CLEANER
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GUARANTEED SATISFAC
OR YOUR MONEY REFUNDED

'FREE BONUS

with minimum purchuse of 30 sq. yds.

* HOOVER — OR — 'III' x 12’ CARPET

CROWN

® 10 YEAR WEAR
GUARANTEE ON
i BUPONT 501
2 NYLON
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I ALL FIRST nunun‘ BROADLOOM »::10 YEAR ERER SERVICE
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FOR ANY AREA IN YOUR =
HOME :

This fantmstic alfer wiil be das :E-
Hwared with pawr ,urﬂlu

e NO DOWHN PAY-
MENT

® AS LITTLE AS
$1.50 PER WEEK

® FIRST PAYMENT
N AUGUST
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Acrilan Plush

Reg. 11.95 Sq. Yd.
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SHOP-AT-HOME

gation on your part. CALL
ANYTIME -~
ANSWERING SERVICE

127-2888
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SERVICE

See samples in your own i
home, where it is easy fo e
muatch your décor. No obli- e

24 HOUR
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