MONTREAL’S
ENGLISH POP
COMMUNITY
STARTS TO
MAKE SOME
SPARKS

BY JUAN ROTMRIGLES
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Les Anglais are a large manorily and English Morirealers
Farwe @ dilticult Tieme Tindan g &n sden ity im 1he curndnl surgs ol
nationalism by the s milion Qusbecois arourd 1keam. Eng:
ish Mondreshers e aienaied from the rest of Cansda, partic
wikarly in the liekd ol recording. (Ovky one o Canada’s magors,
Polpdior, maintaing a head office in Monbreal } As o resul, s
mol bean gy b tha cily's English speaking singers and mu-
scians 1o gt a hearnng.

happendngs indicate this stuation is changing
Thr camaradinis between English and French musicians, par
licadarty i this rdck ard pap lishds, Rps idver Bean mans in-
lense than it is e People are tradng off each other's ideas
and phenty of destincty onginad miusic 15 being croabed. Music
(Fasd coildd ey B crasied an Monbrsal i Tast, iPsieg Srd
some whio Bhen the city bo Ban Francisca,

The three mapr English perlormess in the city are Ma
hogany Rush, e Wackers and Besss Winchagler, Thiées ane
mary othars, bt the special cordributions. of the abose-men
tiormad fhresk Faven been of parficuiar importance o the deves
pprent of the city's music

A podl taken oy one of Moniresls larges) weeklies, Le Petit
Journal, edtablishad cificisly kel Mabagany Rush is (ke
Gty mosl popular heavy rock group. Enghih or Franch, The
group recently scored what s considered a major coup for o
cal bands with its signing with Westbound of Detraft, for
$250,000, vl p mandabe 16 producs Tive albums wilhin [he
ezt 30 monithe,

Mahogany Rush is spearheaded by gudarist singer-com
poser Frank Maring, whi & 13 pears old, Four wads ago, 50
liggarad {ared Tacl) hag i, Maring was urdarpoing the alber-
effects of an sckd bummer in & hospiial when be picksd up a
guitar, imagined he was lery Garcea plyying down a track for
an albam, ard seddanly Frank was playing guitar,

Ha laber Bacame bnown &5 “Le Handrin du Mantreal, ™ as
his guitar style bore an amaeing resemibllance fo the late Hen
drix’, Thie group recorded a 4-Irack demonsbration tapa ol &
Marned ribute bo the late Hendnz, titked "Buddy.” The record
ing was crude, but Maning's ode was haurding and his guitar
stylo was downaight eerie. The Tape mada tha rounds al local
rissncirig companies wilkhaul misch success wntil A landed in
the hands of Robert Nickiord, then working a5 Eastern pro
mesdican man 1or WEA i Monbreal. Mickiord laft WEA, Ponmmaed
hig pwn indapendsel label, Bals (digribugted by London
Records of Canada), ard refeased “Buddy bdw A/l In Your
Mind." Locad Englsh stafions would not playlist She desh, bt
it became a Top 10 on Quebed's Lange Radio Mulual nabwark
[wfirse Magelep siplion is CIMS & Monbneal],

Thee trio’s first album, “Mampom," was recorded inoan ab
B run dosm Eadt and Monvires] stadio Bul Marng wad alile
Iim @xirmct & Faw sEAEE oF Siyle ARd Fmaginglicn hal made
Mazpom reminiseent of an early Stenes or, indeed, Hendrix
album. Mahogany Rush’s debut album was a lop chart Ram
Fveisgheidd lasd sinter and {he group was quickly recognized
o superstars in Morireal.
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Twn ol Mosireals most sucosssfud English speaking rock
bandi are the Wackers with Rendy Bihep llyag through the
air and Ernie Earmshaw af the droms (lop right); and Ma-
hagaey Rush, the lesdng “hewny" rock band (above).

Maring's fastinating style caught the atlention of 1B rock
journal, Craom, which entithed its pxpose: “Hendrin Alive In
Miorriresl™ The band made a Debroil appaarance early this
year and then Hicsiord engireered the ‘Westbownd deal,
wihizh gave the group ds own label, 9 Records.

The group's firgl Wesibownd album has bean complabed
and Manno was (as of wrting mulling over the musc, Hes s
pertechorest,. and he onows whaf direchons he wanis Ehe
band totake, "Our Tirs] oo will B in quadrasomic sound and
widen, " he erdhused recently. “Thers's been & jof of thres.
g ek Buands prgng, 50w jusd have to be different. | con.
sider the Hendnx fmg, me suppased iy soundeng 5o much ke
him, tobe o drawback but we've overcome Ehak already.” {The
cily' & mudgor crilics area wilh Crgam, &1 al, That the Broup has
an orignal skyle of Az own.]

Mahagany Aush's second album was co-produced by Bab
Sagaini of the axpairiol Amencan rock 'n' roll group, the
Woachers. The gnoup played o Si@ageman] ifi o e ks bbb
parkor, the Mustache Cub, a couple of vears &0 and enjoyed
i s mrisch Thad they decided to mowve 1o Momtreal. Since hen,
the CaBlonnia quariel has recorded (ke Bulk ol s ihres
Elekira albums in local studios

Ahough they reman one of America™s langely unknown
Barsds, Ihay are this school and collage mock 'n* rod band o the
oy, They've performed &5 ollen during The past cosapla af
years that their stage syle has been honed dosm to a slick (in
tuding make-up and extrasagant attine] edge that bursts wih
pchcs ol the Beatles arsd the Stones. Sagarini it & sludsat af
rock 'n’ roll and quackly realized Mondreal's potengial as an in
teerational reconding cenber;

U el wi' v o L v al 8 wery sxcling sluslion hans
Canada, we've found ouf, & the only English-speaking com
muniby in e warld that hasa't reschod anywhine noar ils
peak el On the oifer hard, the Gusbec music scare is 55
great because it has its own star system, and | think that
shirikd rub off on tha nst of tha countny.”

Both Sagarei and Wad guilaaslwocabst Rpndy Brihog
haves prowded harmorms for a Tew bbcal recordings and the
Wackers ane gererally reganded 25 1he ciby's most colorhul [ws
ually) rock act, For now, at mast, the Wackers appsar conbent
B0 BNy This nola

We're mol oud bo make a whaole ot o money performing
arry mon than we would not sant 10 be worked o death to
Friaks srnidei dlie b B ol mdngy, " days Jagaring, "Wae want
o stay together as a band, to do that we heve 1o pace our
SR

Jusze Winchaster, meanwhsls, has bean Iving m Marireal
since 15967, due to his s=if smposed exdle from the U5, drait.

A Hilonerd Spaibghl on Canads

AL had firmae hed Lowiisia ia-Bodn, Memphis-raised singsr song
wriier ieraily had no other alternative than 1o seek employ
maril s @ masician, Ho played (he small towns of Quabaes
province wilh a French-Canadan band dor a while, and
scuffied arcund the city's Tow folk howses perfonming his osn
worps [Yarhes Lady,” "Paydeay,'” "Brand Hew Tennesiss
Wallz,” etc.), and backing himsell up on lone electnic guitar.
Hip s Pebrvcuts, bulk his prasenca of shage was undemiabie,
and his songerilicg was remarkable. Whal happened nexi—
the production of his first Bearseille afbum by Band guitariss
Robbés Rabemesn and the second, =3 Denan, 110 To Ga
last spring—is well known; indeed, Winchester is regarded as
ome of the leading young smgercomposers with as ongnal a
sy (8 srict purity of form) as any

However, during the period immedately preceedng last
winter, Winchester had been condined to plaging small kzal
RiEs ovar &nd pver again, The parlormances were eratic, bul
the ‘Winchesier mystique grew. He produced his sscond al
basn wrth striking simgbcity and tham he procasdad o form a
rixch Band, the Wallbarnpers.

During the past year, Winchester has been perlormeng
shapdily, moluding 8 cross-Canada togr lasl Marsh-Apeil ansd
arcther Brper Canadian jsunt schaduled far 1his tall, He's
abandaned some infraspection and he's become a rocker in
the tradition of one of his idols, bery Lee Lieis

Winchasher and Bhe Walkan poers are an axciing &2t who
impress. wikh thesr masical wvirtuosity (partcularly gutarisk
Stewe Doady) and their devotion to onginal rock Torms. Win-
chishad hak Bacoima & porsdt il figer and, parhaps mong im-
portanl, enfedainer. He shifts from electnic gustar 1o piaro ef
forlessly and pHten=the “nes” Winchester seems ready fo
transcend his underground myth a5 an exiled loner, Aller tha
Canadian owr, fhare's tak of & Eurcpsan our (where he's
popular, particularky im Britain).

Wirchesinr considers himsel? & Monkrealiar; - Sormed s |
with pEopls wouk] Borged | ever came from the Sates. Ob.
viciisly you can'l escape yous past, But A nevEr crossEs my
mind that | came Trom Arsrica. | don™ spend my lime (hink-
g aboul ik o can’'t fve in & place like Montreal for sx years
ard nok grow to lowe it and be affected by it

Winchiester has written songs for several French-Canadisn
Fecanding slars amd ' iftedlvid himiell in some local pro
duction work. 'With his own modest iy equipped studio 1o work
in. Winchesier has been able 1o make decisions raganding his
carsan withoul the pressure ol grnding ol o reputsbon in kis
natlive land

The sofid status of Makhogany Fiush, 1he Wachers ard
Jefsd Winchister s gran the English mock snd pop musi-
ciaris the kind of atmosphere that's been lacking from the
Englesh scerse dusing the time thak it Quihessis star syabermn
mada ity Speciposlr fiss

The development of several new independent studios ard
production companies has ghan eal misicans e kind o
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