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and talk wit | want to

The word “peace” has become holy
in our time, and as with all sacred
symbols it has beean mouthed and
abused, like the word “love” on the
wel ips of rapists. The victim of that
parversion of love and of the pre-
sent pastiche ol peace?— Is made
vuinerable by the need to beliave

{ can think of only one gesiure
which would provide substantial relief
to my doubls. One small, forgiving,
economical scrawl of the executive
pen — having scant political and even
less diplomatic drama
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work, and in 1970 made his debut on
records
Thal first album

established him as an important new
wrniter. 1 was produced by RHobbie
Robertson and engineered by Todd
Hundgren, which gave Il appropriate
ly resonant crédentials, and carried

the Bearsville private fag. Bearsville
product was then released on the
Ampex LP label, and my impression
15 that while Ampex s the heavy tape
monikar, they just never learned the
differance between playing Frisbie
and gistributing records. Since | @m
often berated for refusing to drink at
the muddied main stream of top pop,
| have (o justify this reference o a
hree-year old album by pointing 1o
faclt that « Is sull in press
Warners, who certainly are not in the
habit of pICEINg up 0ld masters just to
have a fat list, retrievad it from Ampex
Hearsville package, and
it continyes to enjoy move-
15 retailers are wont (o remark
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several
siva coverage by other arti
notably, "Yankea Lady” and
Brand New Tennessee Wallz
Quite a lot about thal debut album
i memorable. Ampex mounted a
major ad campaign, and for weeks
one opened ones paper to be con-
fronted by the grnim 100k 0 & bearded
young-but-not-young face. The same

e il el e el e e R e i e S B L L CoEEe ke R

tion, as it was meant to do, but | was
never comiortabla with it. After al
you lake the record oul, prop the
sleave up somewhere, and while you
you may glance from time o
time al the package. |, for one, would
rather the package didnl glare back
wWith the release, three years later
-::l his second album, Third Down, 110
Go [WB-Bearsville having a
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appears to have shed years, and to
have divested himsall of the hostility
which characterized the 1970 portrait
He looks younger, certainly happier
and more nlﬂa'.".l"ﬂ with himsell, and
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obviously he has reasons lar the
latter

The three years lag beiween
Albums may maan that ne 15 a siow

wriler, or that the inconveniences and
hardships of being a displaced per

gon have Impeded his work. Thase
two albums are. | think, the work of a
parfactionist, in itsall timeé consuming
butl often worth the warl hawve
maore than enough prolific writers, but
always a scarcity of those who are of
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For even though he has not been
able to consolidate his SUCCAs585 85 8
writer and recording artist, by means
ol pearsonal appearances, hé IS5 un-
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in the world loday who cannol, or will
not, for one reason or anothar return
ta their native lands. Tha greates!
musician of gur time, Pablo Gasals, is
one of these exiles; and he will not
return to live In fascist Spain in
protest aganst the oppreéssiion in s
country. Because of his renown, |
would suppose that he could go back,
! he chose, probably to great public
and ofhicial acclaim. In doing SO0,
L-asals would by associabon impart o
Spain's governmant an aura of In-
tegrity. it can never aarn on s
and this he will never do

A coupla of guestions remaln in the
case of the American political axiles
thie United States
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American population Is involved)?
The other question,
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ol equal mearit

Given amnesty. will the exiles wan!
to return? Or have theay turned from
tha immediate passion of protest to
ithe perspective ol dislance
parcedved the axtant of the rol, and as
the of having been
are they now permanantly

consequeanca
driven off,
alienated?
must ask, than; Would you come
home if you could
Because |[judgement has always
bean a two-way road, having at aither
ana a ragic and intolarable termina-
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what is called guilt




