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]esse Winchester’s quiet musical genius shines at the Egg

By MICHAEL HOCHANADEL
For The Sunday Gazette

ALBANY — Hair and beard sil-
very, Jesse Winchester asked his
fans Saturday at the Fgg to “see
how old 1 look," then posed in hi-
larious mock vanity that ironical-
ly underlined his well-justified
confidence in his songs.

He recalled playing partics at
Russell Sage and RPI while at-
tending Williams College nearby.
Then he offered a generous but
quictly stated overview of his ca-
reer of carly stardom. Canadian
exile and periodic comebacks:

REVIEW

His new “Gentleman of Leisure”
album is his first in 11 years,

Almost everything was written
in an casy waltz-time and sung in
a whispery Tennessce/
Mississippl drawl, Yet Winches-
ter's melodic ingenuity, emotion-
al insights, bone-dry wit and un-
flinching candor offered
surprising variety. He was so qui-
et, so anti-show-business, such a
clandestine, subtle wizard about
it all, that the power of his music
snuck up on everyone,

tie started with “Talk Mem-
phis" and “Brand New Tennes-
sce Waltz," deeply southern/
nostalgic, then examined the
workaday world in “Nobody
Told Me About this Part," about
the hassles of stardom, and “Gen-
tleman of Leisure,” outlining the
world's laziest mission
statement/job description.

Winchester's love songs
slpunned a startling range, from
the wheedling betrayer in “Love
Is Hard, But Love Is Fair" to the
despair of several poignant
breakup laments, the grateful cel-
chrations of “Little Glass of
Wine," “Foolish Heart" and

Yankee Lady” and the adoles-
cent joy of “Shing-A-Ling," a new
song that used 1960s dances for
context,

He got everybody singing
some gospel, spoke of God as a
big dad who only wants his kids
to get along after “Let's Make a
Baby King" and reached uncom-
mon depth with “If Only."

If only this genius were the star
he deserves to be.

Kieran Kane of the sadly un-

der-rated 1980s country band the .

O'Kanes wandered with casual
case through a tremendously
charming, extra-long opening set,
Engagingly laid-back ih his tem-

pos and banter, he made graceful
music that was consistently sharp
in its musical and lyrical focus.
He opened things up for re-
quoests right away, saying that no-
body knew him at a recent con-
cert so he sat silent for 45
minutes, waiting. No waiting at
the Fgg Saturday. He responded
to fans' called-out song titles

he faltered in a French-language
song and had to restart:
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When a fan called out™a tralii v
song, he hesitated before relues .

phasize the single reference to a
train that the typically superb
song contained.

He sang of a painful breakup ir
“Four Questions,” of happy, de-
voted love in “I'll Go on Loving
You" and “Honeymoon Wine."
He lamenied small-town conser-
vatism in “A Town This Size"

-but.also celebrated homecoming
with obliging joviality although }in “Eight More Miles.” And L{m
Csangt éverything with deceptive
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case and a quiet strength, ! h"':l ‘1
The show drew A veryn prdh*:
ative crowd of 40-.and 50-year}

tantly choosing one. Then hé.' olds that about two-thirds filleds

. Stopped playing guitar and gave® the cozy Swyer Theater at §22 :ill:
an expansive gesture to em- ticket. B
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